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Introduction 

The official history of the plan for the extermination of the Jews that was 
allegedly implemented at Auschwitz between 1942 and 1944 begins, as is well 
known, with an impalpable event: the first homicidal gassing in the basement 
of block 11 of Auschwitz. This deed is said to have taken place between Sep-
tember 3 and 5, 1941, and to have led to the death of 250 sick detainees and 
600 Soviet prisoners of war. I dedicated an in-depth study to this alleged event 
in 19921 – recently published in English2 and German3 in a revised, corrected, 
and enlarged edition – in which I demonstrated that this event has no historical 
foundation. 

Official historiography affirms that, because the basement of block 11 
caused too much time to be lost in ventilation, the homicidal gassings were 
subsequently moved to the morgue (Leichenhalle) of crematorium I, the old 
crematorium (altes Krematorium) at Auschwitz, and that this space was then 
equipped with a ventilation device to make it suitable for such a purpose. 
There is, however, no trace in the documents of any such criminal use of this 
hall. 

Initially at least, the homicidal activity, which allegedly went on in this 
morgue, is said to have been of an experimental nature aiming at a refinement 
of the method used. As in the case of the “first gassing,” this activity rests en-
tirely on testimony. In view of the total absence of documentary confirmation, 
this alleged milestone of the official history of the camp was for decades rele-
gated to the murky sidelines of historical research, generally dealt with in a 
few pages, if not a few lines of text. 

In the present study, which is the logical sequel to Auschwitz: The First 
Gassing, I shall examine the topic of the alleged gassings in the morgue of 
crematorium I from three converging viewpoints: the origin of the account and 
its development in the testimonies; the ventilation projects for crematorium I 
and their implementation; and the material and documentary evidence. 

The conclusions of this three-pronged approach, as we shall see in the 
chapters that follow, squarely contradict the assertions of official historiogra-
phy and lay bare the true nature of their shaky conjectures, which have no ob-
jective backing. 

                                                      
1 C. Mattogno, Auschwitz: la prima gasazione. Edizioni di Ar, Padua, 1992. 
2 C. Mattogno, Auschwitz: The First Gassing. Rumor and Reality, Theses & Dissertations Press, 

Chicago 2005. 
3 Auschwitz: Die erste Vergasung. Gerücht und Wirklichkeit, Castle Hill Publishers, in preparation. 




