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Introduction 

Current historical writings dealing with matters re-
lated to the Third Reich paint a bleak picture. But such his-
toriography has nothing to do with the depiction of actual 
historical events. This applies especially to writings that 
deal with the Jewish ethnic group. The emigration of Jews 
from Germany is an example of such historical distortion. 

To this day there are still accounts of the Jewish emi-
gration that depict it as some kind of clandestine operation – 
as if the Jews who wished to leave Germany had to sneak 
over the borders in defiance of the German authorities, leav-
ing all their possessions and wealth behind. Or as if certain 
routes out of Germany were ‘inside knowledge’ not avail-
able to all Jews. In other accounts the emphasis is on Ger-
many offering exit visas for a high price. There is no limit 
either to the inventive powers or to the stupidity of their au-
thors. 

The truth is that the emigration was welcomed by the 
German authorities, and frequently occurred under a con-
stantly increasing pressure. The anti-Semitic legislation of 
the Third Reich is an undisputed fact in this emigration 
story. Likewise, the psychological pressure that Jews in 
Germany came to experience after 1933 is not trivialized 
here; it was often tragic for individuals and families. But 
this tragedy has already entered the public consciousness 
through countless publications, in radio and television pro-
grams. We needn’t recapitulate it here. 
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However, counter to numerous eyewitness or auto-
biographical accounts, the following needs to be insisted 
on: Emigration was not some kind of wild flight, but rather 
a lawfully determined and regulated matter. 

The purpose of this work is to elucidate the emigra-
tion process in law and policy, thereby augmenting the tra-
ditionally received picture of Jewish emigration from Ger-
many. 

German and Jewish authorities worked closely to-
gether on this emigration. Jews interested in emigrating re-
ceived detailed advice and offers of help from both sides. 
The accounts of Jews fleeing Germany in secret by night 
across some border are untenable. On the contrary, the 
German government was interested in getting rid of its 
Jews. It would have been senseless to prevent such an emi-
gration. 


